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Introduction

Famingis one of the oldestprofessionsandits longterm successsthe resultof farmers
takingcareof their animalsandtheir land. TheResponsibl&/ool Standard RWS)
providesan opportunityfor farmersto demonstratetheir bestpracticesto the public,
andameansfor brandsandconsumergo havethe certaintythat the wool productsthey
buyandsellarein line with their values.

TheRWSs atool to ensurethat wool comesfrom sheepthat havebeenraisedwith
respectto their FiveFreedoms, that the landhasbeenmanagedesponsiblyandto
providearobustchainof custodysystemto validatethe sourceof the materialfor all
productclaims.

Thestandardwasdevelopedby an InternationalWorkingGroup(IWG)throughanopen
andtransparentprocessOurhighestprioritieswereto includerepresentatiorfrom all
potentialstakeholdersandto createatool that balanceseffectiverequirementswith
realisticandauditablecriteria. Brandsexpressedheir needfor assurancehat animal
welfarewasprotected andland managementnsured Animalwelfareexpertsand
practitionersadvisedon bestpracticesn animalwelfareand sheephusbandry
specificallyLandmanagemengexperts practitioners,andfarmersin at-riskecological
regionssharedtheir expertig in practiceso protectagainstanddegradationThe
standardcombinesexpertiseand perspectivegrom all of the majorwool-growing
regionsof the globe.

Thisisavoluntarystandardandis not intendedto replacethe legalor regulatory
requirementsof anycountry.lt isthe responsibilityof eachoperationto demonstrate
compliancewith all applicabldawsandregulationsrelatedto marketing Jabor,and
businesgpractices.

TextileExchangevantsto expressour sinceregratitudefor the considerablesffort that
hasbeenput into the developmenif the RWSy fellow NGOsTheirgenerousdonation
of time andexpertisehasbeenof hugevaluein creatinga standardthat genuinely
addressesnimalwelfareandlandhealth.Ourdeepestthanksto FourPawsHumane
Societyinternational,TheNatureConservancgnd Ovis21.

1 Freedomfrom Hungerand Thirst,Freedonfrom Discomfort Freedomfrom Pain,Injury or Diseasekreedomnmto
Expres®NormalBehaviorand Freedomfrom Fearand Distress
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Introduction - RWSImplementation Manual

TheRWS3mplementationManualprovidesinterpretationsandclarificationdor the
Responsibl&Vool Standard RWS)All guidancegivenin the manualshallbe considered
bindingto CertificationBodiegCB)Wworkingwith, and Organzationscertifiedto, the
Responsibl&Vool StandardForinterpretationsandclarificationgegardinghe Content
ClaimStandardpleaserefer to the CCImplementationManual.

Thismanualwill be updatedregularlyto addressareasof uncertaintyor to give further
detailin the applicationof the standard It is up to all usersof the standardto regularly
checkfor the mostcurrentversionof the manualfound at responsiblewool.orglhe
manualwill not changeor alter anycriteriaof the standard but rather isintendedto
supportcorrectand consistentapplicationof the standard.

CBsareto usethe guidanceandassessmemntequirementsfoundin the currentversionof
the RW3mplementationManualfor their clientsat the time of their Certification.
Wheneverthere is an updateto the manual, TEwill inform all CBsand Organizationsvill
be assessedgainstthe newversionof the manualduringtheir nextannualCertification.
If it is a significantthange TEwill communicatedo CBghat they shallcommuncateto all
CertifiedOrganizationshat changeshouldbe madeassoonaspossible put will not
requirecompliancewith the newlyaddedrequirementsuntil their nextannual
certification.
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Purpose

Thegoalsof the Responsibl&Vool Standardareto providethe industrywith the best
possibletool to:

Recogniz¢he bestpracticesof farmers

Ensurethat wool comesfrom farmswith a progressiveapproachto managingheir
land,andfrom sheepthat havebeentreatedresponsibly

Createanindustrybenchmarkhat will driveimprovementsan animalcareandland
managementvhereneeded

Providea robustchainof custodysystemfrom farmto final productsothat
consumersare confidentthat the wool in the productsthey chooseis truly RWS

Scope

TheRWSsintendedto be usedby farmersinvolvedin the productionof wool from
sheep certificationbodiescontractedto providecertificationservicego the standard,
andcompaniesuyingandsellingproductsintendedto be producedcontainingRWS
cettified wool.

Thestandardis onlyintendedfor farmingsystemghat provideanimalswith continuous
outdoor pastureaccessluringthe grazingseasonFarmingsystemsvhere sheepare

confinedyearroundare not included.

Thestandarddoesnot applyto nomadicherdingsystems.

About Textile Exchange

TextileExchangéwww. TextileExchange.gng a non-profit organizatiorthat accelerates
sustainabilitypracticesn the textile industry.We developand own standardsthat
providetraceabilityfor materialssuchasorganiccotton, recycledpolyester,and
responsiblysourceddown. Therehasbeenincreasingnterestfrom brandsandindustry
groupsin creatingatool to identify the bestpracticesto respectanimalwelfareandland
protectionfor wool production.
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Why isthe standard needed?

In almosteveryindustryin the world, customershavebegunto askquestionsabout
wheretheir productscomefrom. Customersvantthe companieghey buyfrom to hold
highethicalstandardsn everyaspectof their businessAnimalwelfareorganizations
havechallengednanyindustriesto examinethe efficacyandgoalsof routine farming
practicesaroundthe world, causingvool productionto comeinto focusfor brandsand
corsumers.

More andmore companiesre askingquestionsaboutwheretheir wool comesfrom and
underwhat conditionsit wasproduced.Customersre not just askingbut demanding
that their supplyof wool be free of questionablepractices TheRW Sorovidesverification
of the practiceghat are happeningat the farm level,givingbrandsa clearsolutionthat
will allowthemto makeclaimsabouttheir wool sourcingwith confidence.

Manyindividualandregionalefforts havebeenmadeon animalwelfareandland
managementandseverainitiativesand standardsexistin varyingcountries.TheRWS
doesnot intendto replacethis work, but to providea globalbenchmarkthat canbe seen
andunderstoodby everyone. TheRWSwill recognizebestpracticesandhelpto phase
out the poorones.

Key Points in the RWS

Protecting Animal Welfare

TheFiveFreedomof sheepare protectedat all times: freedomfrom hungerandthirst,
freedomfrom discomfort,freedomfrom pain,injury or diseasefreedomto express
normalbehaviorandfreedomfrom fearanddistress

Preserving Land Health
Progressivenethodsof landmanagementre practicedon RWSarms,protectingsoil

health,biodiversityandnativespecies.

Supply Chain Traceability



Responsibl&Vool StandardmplementationManuall.0 §
©2016 Textile Exchange

Theidentify of the RWSwool is maintainedat all times:from the farmto the final
product.Consumerganhavefull confidencethat the woolin a productcarryingthe RWS
logocomesfrom responsiblynmanagedarms.

Credible Certification
Aprofessionalthird party certificationbodyaudits eachstagein the supplychain.

Confident Communication
Onlyproductswith 100%certified wool maycarrythe RW3ogo.

Stakeholder Engagement

Ourprocessof standarddevelopmenis openandinclusive TheRWSvasdeveloped
with the input of farmers,animalwelfareexperts,landconservatiorexperts,brandsand
retailersfrom all partsof the globe.

10
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How to Use ThisDocument

Thisdocumentsetsforth the overallrequirementsfor compliancewith the RWS.
Guidanceandfarmersupportdocumentsare availablean the RWSarmerGuidebook.

TheStandardncludesfour sectionsGeneralnformation,AnimalWelfareRequirements,
LandManagemenRequirementsand FarmGroupCertification.

Throughouthe Standardthe followingwordshavebeenusedto describewhatis
required,recommendedallowed,or possible:

Y a Rrdicatesarequirement

W3 K ndiitafesarecommendation
WY lingi€atesanallowance

W O lingic@tesa capabilityor possibility

& 5 S & QuiddBries havebeenincludedto detailthe intent of requirements put they
are not requirementshemselvesTheyare designatedy an orangeiconbeforeeach
module,seethe followingexample:

Desiredoutcome:

Sheephaveaccesgo sufficientfeed andwater, suitedto the animal€age
andneeds,to maintainnormalhealthandto preventprolongedhunger,
thirst, malnutritionor dehydration.

Thefollowingdocumentswere usedasa referencefor the developmentof the RWS:
ISO/IEQ7065:2012
ISEAICodeof GoodPracticefor SettingSociabnd ErnvironmentalStandards

Thefollowingacronymsare commonlyusedin the standard:
RWS Responsibl&/ool Standard ICS InternalControlSystem

TE TextileExchange NC  Noncompliance

CB CertificationBody BCS BodyConditionScore
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