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Release Date: November 2016 
©2016 Textile Exchange. All Rights Reserved. RWS, RESPONSIBLE WOOL STANDARD, and the RWS Logo are trademarks 
of Textile Exchange. 
The RWS logo was designed by The North Face.  
Cover Photo courtesy of Jim Watts, 2016. 
Design courtesy of Osamu Wakabayashi, Zen Ideas. 
 
The official language of the RWS is English. In the case of inconsistency between any translated versions, reference 
shall default to the English version. 
 
Disclaimer 
Although reasonable care was taken in the preparation of this document, Textile Exchange and any other party 
involved in the creation of the document HEREBY STATE that the document is provided without warranty, either 
expressed or implied, of accuracy or fitness for purpose, AND HEREBY DISCLAIM any liability, direct or indirect, for 
damages or loss relating to the use of this document. 
 
Copyright  
This publication is protected by copyright. Information or material from this publication may be reproduced in 
unaltered form for personal, non-commercial use. All other rights are reserved. Information or material from this 
publication may be used for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review permitted under the Copyright 
Act 1976.  
 
Any reproduction permitted in accordance with the Copyright Act 1976 shall acknowledge the Responsible Wool  
Standard as the source of any selected passage, extract, diagram or other information.   
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Document  Revision History 
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version 

Reference Purpose / Change Date 

v1. A6.2 Clarification.  
Farm Scope Certificate validity 
The Scope Certificate may apply to all wool produced 
during calendar year of the first audit or 12 month 
period prior to the audit providing points 1-3 are met. 

17/01/17 

v1. A8.2 Clarification.  
Timeline for corrective action for land management 
requirements. 

17/01/17 
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Introduction  
 

Farming is one of the oldest professions, and its long term success is the result of farmers 

taking care of their animals and their land. The Responsible Wool Standard (RWS) 

provides an opportunity for farmers to demonstrate their best practices to the public, 

and a means for brands and consumers to have the certainty that the wool products they 

buy and sell are in line with their values. 

 

The RWS is a tool to ensure that wool comes from sheep that have been raised with 

respect to their Five Freedoms1, that the land has been managed responsibly, and to 

provide a robust chain of custody system to validate the source of the material for all 

product claims. 

 

The standard was developed by an International Working Group (IWG) through an open 

and transparent process. Our highest priorities were to include representation from all 

potential stakeholders and to create a tool that balances effective requirements with 

realistic and auditable criteria. Brands expressed their need for assurance that animal 

welfare was protected and land management ensured. Animal welfare experts and 

practitioners advised on best practices in animal welfare and sheep husbandry 

specifically. Land management experts, practitioners, and farmers in at-risk ecological 

regions shared their expertise in practices to protect against land degradation. The 

standard combines expertise and perspectives from all of the major wool-growing 

regions of the globe. 

 

This is a voluntary standard and is not intended to replace the legal or regulatory 

requirements of any country. It is the responsibility of each operation to demonstrate 

compliance with all applicable laws and regulations related to marketing, labor, and 

business practices. 

 

Textile Exchange wants to express our sincere gratitude for the considerable effort that 

has been put into the development of the RWS by fellow NGOs. Their generous donation 

of time and expertise has been of huge value in creating a standard that genuinely 

addresses animal welfare and land health. Our deepest thanks to Four Paws, Humane 

Society International, The Nature Conservancy and Ovis 21.  

                                                 
1 Freedom from Hunger and Thirst, Freedom from Discomfort, Freedom from Pain, Injury or Disease, Freedom to 
Express Normal Behavior, and Freedom from Fear and Distress 
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Introduction  - RWS Implementation  Manual  

The RWS Implementation Manual provides interpretations and clarifications for the 

Responsible Wool Standard (RWS). All guidance given in the manual shall be considered 

binding to Certification Bodies (CB) working with, and Organizations certified to, the 

Responsible Wool Standard. For interpretations and clarifications regarding the Content 

Claim Standard please refer to the CCS Implementation Manual. 

 

This manual will be updated regularly to address areas of uncertainty or to give further 

detail in the application of the standard. It is up to all users of the standard to regularly 

check for the most current version of the manual found at responsiblewool.org. The 

manual will not change or alter any criteria of the standard, but rather is intended to 

support correct and consistent application of the standard.  

 

CBs are to use the guidance and assessment requirements found in the current version of 

the RWS Implementation Manual for their clients at the time of their Certification. 

Whenever there is an update to the manual, TE will inform all CBs and Organizations will 

be assessed against the new version of the manual during their next annual Certification. 

If it is a significant change, TE will communicate to CBs that they shall communicate to all 

Certified Organizations that changes should be made as soon as possible, but will not 

require compliance with the newly added requirements until their next annual 

certification.  
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Purpose  
 

The goals of the Responsible Wool Standard are to provide the industry with the best 

possible tool to: 

 Recognize the best practices of farmers  

 Ensure that wool comes from farms with a progressive approach to managing their 

land, and from sheep that have been treated responsibly 

 Create an industry benchmark that will drive improvements in animal care and land 

management where needed 

 Provide a robust chain of custody system from farm to final product so that 

consumers are confident that the wool in the products they choose is truly RWS 

 

Scope  
 

The RWS is intended to be used by farmers involved in the production of wool from 

sheep, certification bodies contracted to provide certification services to the standard, 

and companies buying and selling products intended to be produced containing RWS 

certified wool.  

 

The standard is only intended for farming systems that provide animals with continuous 

outdoor pasture access during the grazing season. Farming systems where sheep are 

confined year round are not included.  

 

The standard does not apply to nomadic herding systems. 

 

About  Textile Exchange  
 

Textile Exchange (www.TextileExchange.org) is a non-profit organization that accelerates 

sustainability practices in the textile industry. We develop and own standards that 

provide traceability for materials such as organic cotton, recycled polyester, and 

responsibly sourced down. There has been increasing interest from brands and industry 

groups in creating a tool to identify the best practices to respect animal welfare and land 

protection for wool production. 

 

http://www.textileexchange.org/
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Why is the  standard  needed?  
 

In almost every industry in the world, customers have begun to ask questions about 

where their products come from. Customers want the companies they buy from to hold 

high ethical standards in every aspect of their business. Animal welfare organizations 

have challenged many industries to examine the efficacy and goals of routine farming 

practices around the world, causing wool production to come into focus for brands and 

consumers. 

 

More and more companies are asking questions about where their wool comes from and 

under what conditions it was produced. Customers are not just asking, but demanding 

that their supply of wool be free of questionable practices. The RWS provides verification 

of the practices that are happening at the farm level, giving brands a clear solution that 

will allow them to make claims about their wool sourcing with confidence.  

 

Many individual and regional efforts have been made on animal welfare and land 

management, and several initiatives and standards exist in varying countries. The RWS 

does not intend to replace this work, but to provide a global benchmark that can be seen 

and understood by everyone.  The RWS will recognize best practices, and help to phase 

out the poor ones.  

 

 

Key Points in the  RWS  
 

Protecting  Animal  Welfare  

The Five Freedoms of sheep are protected at all times:  freedom from hunger and thirst,  

freedom from discomfort, freedom from pain, injury or disease, freedom to express 

normal behavior, and freedom from fear and distress. 

 

Preserving  Land  Health  

Progressive methods of land management are practiced on RWS farms, protecting soil 

health, biodiversity and native species. 

 

Supply  Chain  Traceability  
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The identify of the RWS wool is maintained at all times: from the farm to the final 

product. Consumers can have full confidence that the wool in a product carrying the RWS 

logo comes from responsibly managed farms. 

 

Credible  Certification  

A professional, third party certification body audits each stage in the supply chain. 

 

Confident  Communication  

Only products with 100% certified wool may carry the RWS logo. 

 

Stakeholder  Engagement  

Our process of standard development is open and inclusive. The RWS was developed 

with the input of farmers, animal welfare experts, land conservation experts, brands and 

retailers from all parts of the globe.
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How  to  Use This Document  
 

This document sets forth the overall requirements for compliance with the RWS. 

Guidance and farmer support documents are available in the RWS Farmer Guidebook. 

 

The Standard includes four sections: General Information, Animal Welfare Requirements, 

Land Management Requirements, and Farm Group Certification. 

 

Throughout the Standard, the following words have been used to describe what is 

required, recommended, allowed, or possible: 

 ΨǎƘŀƭƭΩ indicates a requirement 

 ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘΩ indicates a recommendation 

 ΨƳŀȅΩ indicates an allowance 

 ΨŎŀƴΩ indicates a capability or possibility 

 

ά5ŜǎƛǊŜŘ Outcomesέ have been included to detail the intent of requirements, but they 

are not requirements themselves. They are designated by an orange icon before each 

module, see the following example: 

 

Desired outcome: 

Sheep have access to sufficient feed and water, suited to the animalsΩ age 

and needs, to maintain normal health and to prevent prolonged hunger, 

thirst, malnutrition or dehydration. 

 

The following documents were used as a reference for the development of the RWS:  

 ISO/IEC 17065:2012 

 ISEAL Code of Good Practice for Setting Social and Environmental Standards 

 

The following acronyms are commonly used in the standard: 

RWS Responsible Wool Standard ICS Internal Control System 

TE Textile Exchange NC Non-compliance 

CB Certification Body BCS Body Condition Score 
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